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Connecting Country (Mount Alexander Region) Inc 

Annual general meeting 2018 and threatened species forum 

Minutes 
 

Time and date: 4.00 to 7.00 pm on Saturday 10 November 2018 

Venue: Campbells Creek Community Centre, 45 Elizabeth St, Campbells Creek VIC 
   

 

Attendance Committee: Brendan Sydes (President, chair), Saide Gray (Vice President), Max Kay (Treasurer), Marie Jones (Secretary), Karoline Klein, Malcolm Trainor 
Staff: Asha Bannon, Frances Howe, Jacqui Slingo, Margaret Muir, Tanya Loos, 
Members and visitors: Albert Wright, Alexanne Don, Allie Dawe, Andrew Bennett, Anne-Marie Monda, Ann Turnley, Beth Mellick, Bev Phillips, Bill Sampson, Bob 
McDonald, Carla Meurs, Cate Hensler, Cathy Newing, Cheryl Taylor, Chris Johnston, Chris Timewell, Christine Kilmartin, Conrad Canteri, Damien Kelly, David 
Cheal, Duncan Gibson, Eleanor Wright, Elfie Ross, Eliza Tree, Hayley Bridgwood, Helle Hirsch, Jane Rusden, Jan Hall, Jennifer Pryce, Jeremy Holland, Jess 
Lawton, Jill Collier, Jill Teschendorff, John Cable, John Carruthers, Jules Walshe, Julie Begg, Leslie Perkins, Lorraine Le Plastrier, Marge Townrow, Melissa 
Boothman, Mikael Hirsch, Nathan Gregory, Paula Cromwell, Peter Sonsie, Peter Turner, Richard Mann, Ron Wescott, Rosemary Turner, Theo Cooper Mellick 
Apologies: Cathy Wheel, Christine Brooke, Deborah Wardle, Deb Shaw, Eileen McDonald, Fritz Hammersley, Gary Gibson, Kim Sampson, Krista Patterson-
Majoor, Lee Mead, Lou Citroen, Nikki Marshall, Paul Kent, Tessa Sampson, Jane Rusden 

 

Annual general meeting 

Item Discussion Actions and decisions 

1 Welcome  Brendan Sydes (Connecting Country President and meeting chair) welcomed everyone to the meeting. - 

2 Acknowledgement 
of Country 

Chair acknowledged the traditional custodians of the land, the Dja Dja Wurrung, and their elders past, present and 
emerging. 

- 

3 Minutes of the 
previous AGM 

Minutes from Connecting Country’s last annual general meeting (AGM) on 17 October 2017 have been circulated. Minutes from 2017 AGM are accepted. 
Moved: Malcolm Trainor 
Seconded: Max Kay 
Carried 

4 President’s report Brendan Sydes spoke about the achievements of Connecting Country over the past year. He acknowledged the 
recruitment of Frances Howe, Connecting Country’s new director, and commended the work of staff and committee. 
Brendan highlighted the incredible work of the many volunteers who contributed to Connecting Country’s success in 
connecting people and restoring landscapes. He also introduced Connecting Country’s annual report. The annual 
report has been circulated electronically, with hard copies available on request. 

President’s report is accepted. 
Moved: Marie Jones 
Seconded: Malcolm Trainor 
Carried 

5 Treasurer’s report Max Kay (Treasurer) presented the financial results and concluded Connecting Country is in a strong financial 
position with substantial cash assets. Project funds remaining from 2017-18 will be used to support ongoing projects 
in 2018-19. Connecting Country’s financial statements and systems for 2017-18 were audited by Eckhard Goers of 
Goers and Maunder Public Accountants (dated 4 October 2018) and found to be a true and accurate report of our 
financial position. Audited financial statements have been circulated, with hard copies available on request. 

Connecting Country’s audited financial 
statements for 2017-18 are accepted. 
Moved: Max Kay 
Seconded: Marie Jones  
Carried 
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Item Discussion Actions and decisions 

6 Election of 
executive 
members of 
committee 

All executive member positions on the Connecting Country committee of management were declared vacant. 
A single candidate was nominated for each of the four vacant executive member positions. Each candidate was 
therefore elected unopposed. 
 
 

Elected executive members of committee 
of management are: 

 President: Brendan Sydes 

 Vice President: Saide Gray 

 Treasurer: Max Kay 

 Secretary:  Marie Jones 

7 Election of 
Ordinary Members 
of the Committee 

All ordinary member positions on the Connecting Country committee of management were declared vacant. 
Three candidates were nominated for up to four vacant positions as ordinary members.  Each candidate was 
therefore elected unopposed. 
Deb Wardle (ordinary committee member for 2017-18) was available for re-election to the committee. Brendan invited 
anyone else interested in joining the committee to contact Connecting Country and express their interest. 

Three elected ordinary members of the 
committee of management are: 

 Karoline Klein 

 Malcolm Trainor 

 Christine Brooke 

8 Membership of 
Connecting 
Country 

Membership fees for both joining Connecting Country as a new member, and the ongoing annual membership 
renewal fees, will remain at $0 (free). 
 

Connecting Country’s membership fee 
for 2018-19 is $0 (free). 
Moved: Saide Gray 
Seconded: Eliza Tree 
Carried 

9 Appointment of 
auditor 

Eckhard Goers of Goers and Maunder Public Accountants was proposed as the auditors for the 2018-19 financial 
year. 

Connecting Country’s auditor for 2018-19 
will be Eckhard Goers. 
Moved: Malcolm Trainor 
Seconded: Chris Timewell 
Carried 

10 Additional items Eliza Tree expressed gratitude for Connecting Country’s work and the assistance she received from Connecting 
Country’s ’Prickly plants for wildlife’ project. 
Bev Phillips expressed appreciation and thanked Connecting Country for the work they have been doing. 

- 

 AGM close AGM concluded at 4.30 pm. - 
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Threatened species forum 

Item Person Activity 

1 Introduction Tanya Loos 
(Monitoring and 

Engagement 
Coordinator) 

Tanya introduced Connecting Country’s new project, Habitat Health Check: empowering citizen scientists to monitor habitat health in 
Central Victoria’, generously funded by the Helen Macpherson Smith Trust. The purpose is to create a sustainable program for rigorous, 
long-term monitoring of native animals and plants in the Mount Alexander region, maximise engagement of skilled citizen scientists, and 
promote online information-sharing. 

2 Nature sharing 
activity 

All Attendees were invited to bring and share an item of nature that they love or inspires them. After a show and tell within small groups, 
many people shared their item with the whole forum, describing what was special about the item. 

3 Presentation: 
Conservation and 
restoration in rural 
environments: a 
global issue 

Professor Andrew 
Bennett 

(LaTrobe University 
and Arthur Rylah 

Institute) 

Andrew has been a strong supporter of Connecting Country and helped design Connecting Country’s long-term monitoring programs 
for woodland birds and nest boxes to ensure their scientific rigour. 
Andrew has a strong interest in revegetation in rural landscapes, investigating the benefits of landscape-scale revegetation in farmland 
for woodland birds and other species. He introduced a study of revegetation and birds in south-western Victoria (Hamilton area), with 
potential implications for Connecting Country’s revegetation projects. His research helps address the question: Can revegetation 
reverse the decline of woodland birds in rural landscapes? 
Andrew’s team compared bird numbers and species diversity across remnant vegetation, revegetated areas and open paddocks. 
Results show revegetated areas have the highest species diversity, although the types of birds differed between revegetated and 
remnant vegetation, with more nectar-dependent birds and bark foraging species present in remnant revegetation. His results indicate 
that revegetation does have conservation benefits at the landscape scale, and individual actions have landscape-scale consequences. 
He encouraged Connecting Country and local landholders to continue their habitat protection and landscape restoration work. 

4 Presentation: 
Monitoring the 
Brush-tailed 
Phascogale in the 
Mount Alexander 
Shire 

Jess Lawton 
(PhD candidate, 

LaTrobe University) 

Jess has worked closely with Connecting Country as part of her PhD project on the ways Brush-tailed Phascogales use nest boxes. 
Jess introduced the Brush-tailed Phascogale, and described Connecting Country’s nest box project and her involvement.  
Brush-tailed Phascogale is a threatened species and in decline. This hollow-dependent species has a home range of up to 100 ha, but 
still occurs in modified habitats and isolated remnant patches. Jess’s aim is to see if the occurrence of the Brush-tailed Phascogale in a 
modified landscape relates to patch size and patch connectedness. 
In 2010 Connecting Country installed phascogale nest boxes at 150 sites across the Mount Alexander Shire, and has monitored them 
every two years, providing a solid database. Jess selected 50 of these sites, stratified according to landscape attributes, and set 
camera traps. Jess is modelling the occurrence of phascogales with landscape attributes such as the size of a forest patch, forest 
productivity, forest structure, logs and leaf litter, and tree size and species. Analysis to date shows phascogales prefer rough-barked 
trees (box and stringybark) over smooth-barked gums, and their occurrence is not directly linked to patch size. Camera trapping 
detected more phascogale sightings than recorded through nest-box monitoring. 

5 Forum close Karoline Klein 
(Connecting Country 
committee member) 

Karoline provided a brief summary of key points from the forum. She thanked the speakers, as well as Tanya, everyone involved in 
organising the evening, and all attendees for coming along and showing support. 

6 Supper  All Forum formalities closed at 6.00 pm, with everyone invited to join in a light supper. 

 

 

 


