
Reproduction occurs
primarily by stem rooting.
Stems develop roots at

the tips and some
nodes, with stem

fragments being readily
dispersed in water,

garden waste and during
removal. Vegetative

reproduction may also
occur when dislodged

crowns come into contact
with moist soil.

Reproduction can also
occur from seed, but is

limited. Seed is dispersed
by water, in soil and

garden waste.

Botanical name: Vinca major
Common names: Blue periwinkle
Origin: Western/central Mediterranean

Blue periwinkle is a highly
invasive climber, which is
difficult to control once
established. Due to its
widespread cultivation, blue
periwinkle has become a
serious problem in many
native ecosystems, including
forests, woodlands and
heathlands, as well as along
waterways and drainage lines.

Blue periwinkle grows
vigorously in shady conditions,
but may also establish in open,
sunny locations. By forming
dense mats, blue periwinkle
completely smothers and
excludes indigenous
ground-flora and prevents
the regeneration of trees
and shrubs.

How it
spreads

• Prostrate creeper, forming
dense mats.

• Tough, cord-like stems,
2-4mm diameter.

• Shiny, oval leaves, dark
green above and paler below

(sometimes variegated).

• Showy lilac-blue flowers in
spring, 3-5cm diameter.

• Initially fibrous roots,
developing extensive

woody crowns.

How to
identify
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Disposal

Removal
by hand

Chemical
control

Information supplied in this pamphlet is
intended as a guide only. While all due care
has been taken, Cardinia Shire Council
accepts no responsibility for the use of the
information or for any errors or omissions.

How to control
blue periwinkle

B
ul
bi
ne

lily

Replacement
planting

Environmental Weed Fact Sheet 3

Seedlings can be removed by
hand and small infestations
can be dug out. To prevent

regrowth, ensure that all
stems and roots are
completely removed.

Solarisation can be used to
control small infestations.

Place plastic sheeting over the
infestation for 4–6 months
during the warmer months.

After removing sheeting, treat
any regrowth with a
suitable herbicide.

Solarisation

Blue periwinkle may be
controlled with the use of
appropriate herbicides.
Large infestations may
require slashing from
winter to early spring,

before spraying during the
growing season. Ensure

that all cut material is
gathered and removed to

prevent spread. It may
also be necessary to

repeat spray treatments
over several years. Search
the PUBCRIS database for

registered products at
www.apvma.gov.au.

Alternatively, use a licensed
herbicide contractor.

Read the label of any
chemical before use and

ensure that you follow the
manufacturer’s

instructions.

Dispose of blue
periwinkle in regular

green waste collections,
seal in plastic bags and

dispose of in your weekly
garbage or burn weed
remains in a hot fire.

Any indigenous ground cover
or tussock grass would
provide a suitable alternative to
blue periwinkle. Bulbine lily
(Bulbine bulbosa) is just one
attractive alternative. For more
information on indigenous
plants or for a list of
indigenous plant nurseries
please contact Council.

Cardinia Shire Council offers
a subsidy to landowners who
undertake a farm chemical

users course.

Please contact Council for
more information on

1300 787 624.
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