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Cootamundra wattle (Acacia baileyana) 

 

Family: Fabaceae (Mimosoidae) - wattles 

Status: Australian native, but invasive outside its natural range. 

Description: 

A small evergreen tree to 3-4m high. Leaves are compound, with many tiny silvery-grey leaflets. One form has purple new 

growth. Flowers are clusters of fluffy yellow balls produced in winter, and the black shiny seeds are carried in flat brown 

papery pea-like pods. 

Preferred habitat and impacts: 

Cootamundra wattle is a native of a small area between Cootamundra and Temora in NSW, but it has been very widely 

planted because of its attractive foliage It is now naturalised in many parts of Australia. It has also hybridised with other 

wattles. It is usually seen on road verges and in drier bush close to towns and gardens, where it can replace local native 

shrubs and shade out native grasses and wildflowers. It is short-lived, and creates a mess when it dies and collapses. 

All wattles produce large crops of hard-coated seed which can persist in a viable condition in the soil for many decades. This 

seed may germinate profusely after a disturbance such as cultivation or fire. Non-local wattles may not appear to be 

behaving invasively until such an event, when their population will suddenly explode. 

Dispersal: 

Generally grows close to the parent tree, although birds may occasionally spread the seed further. Pods open explosively in 

hot weather, throwing the seed some distance. Ants also move wattle seed around. 

Look-alikes: 

There are several other silver-leaved wattles which have also been widely cultivated. The other species which has 

naturalised extensively is Queensland silver wattle (Acacia podalyriifolia) another small tree with simple oval to round silver 

leaves. Other cultivated wattles are also likely to invade bushland outside their natural range, once they become as widely 

planted as these two species. 

Bendethera wattle (Acacia covenyi) is restricted to Deua and Wadbilliga National Parks, but is now also widely planted. Its 

leaves are similar to, but usually longer than, those of Queensland silver wattle. Silver wattle (Acacia dealbata) is a shrub to 

tall tree of the tablelands, but it does occur naturally on the far south coast in forests south-west from Eden. It looks similar to 

Cootamundra wattle, though generally has a more upright habit and smaller leaflets. It is also sometimes used in farm 

plantings. 

 

Control: 

Hand pull seedlings. Larger plants do not usually re-sprout if cut down. 
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