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Wattles 

 Wattle (Acacia species) seed is only occasionally spread by birds, it 

usually travels short distances with the assistance of strong winds, 

ants and explosive release of the seeds from the pods on hot days. 

However, because wattles are widely planted in farm windbreaks 

and on roadsides beyond towns, they still have considerable 

potential to spread into local native vegetation. Cars and machinery 

can transport the seed in mud on tyres and undercarriage. A key 

characteristic of wattles is their hard-coated seed which remains viable in the soil for many 

years, if not decades, and can require some form of disturbance such as fire or earthworks 

before it will germinate. Wattles can therefore represent something of a time-bomb in the 

natural environment, in that they may not declare themselves as being invasive until after 

such a disturbance event, when suddenly their seedlings are everywhere. Dense stands of 

wattles can out-compete other native vegetation for soil moisture and nutrients, causing loss 

of groundcover biodiversity and suppressing regeneration of other trees and shrubs. The 

species of wattles which become weedy will vary from place to place, depending on which 

species are most frequently cultivated in that area. The two most frequently naturalised 

species on the south coast currently are Cootamundra wattle ( ) and Acacia baileyana

Queensland silver wattle ( ), for the simple reason that these species Acacia podalyriifolia

have been in cultivation for longer than any others, because of their attractive silver foliage 

colour and winter-blooming habit. However, many more species have been found to 

naturalise in other areas, particularly around cities, where the number of gardeners, and 

hence the number of species found in cultivation, is much higher. All non-local wattles have 

the potential to become weedy. 

Even some local species can become weedy. The most obvious case is coast wattle (Acacia 

sophorae This plant formerly only grew on sand or occasionally sea cliffs very close to the ). 

sea. If planted outside this narrow habitat range, it can spread into other types of vegetation, 

where it may come to dominate the understorey, to the detriment of the other plants living 

there. It can also spread naturally and in Eurobodalla it often spreads onto previously grassy 

headlands. There are several of these headlands on basalt derived heavy soils which 

appear to have been treeless prior to European arrival. They were grazed or even cultivated 

during early settlement of the region, which kept them open and grassy. Now that grazing 

has been withdrawn because of the breaking up of farms for residential development, most 

are being overrun by coast wattle and other salt-tolerant shrubs and small trees. This is likely 

to eventually cause the loss of these unique grassy habitats, and the local extinction of a 

rare plant, Austral toadflax (Thesium australe), that lives in them. Before European arrival 

they were probably kept open by a combination of high exposure to salt-laden winds and 

regular burning by Aboriginal people. 
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